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OVERTURE 13 from the Great Lakes Presbytery (to CCB, OC) 1 
 “Amend BCO 15-2 Regarding Session Commissions” 2 
 3 
Whereas, in the process of doing its ministry it may be appropriate for a church’s Session to 4 

appoint a commission of Session to assist in its work (BCO 15-1); and 5 
 6 
Whereas, a commission of Presbytery must consist of at least two teaching elders and two 7 

ruling elders, the BCO does not specify the constitution of a commission of Session; 8 
and 9 

 10 
Whereas, it is a common practice to have commissions of Sessions made up of only ruling 11 

elders; and 12 
 13 
Whereas, some have argued that the constitution of a commission of Session should be 14 

analogous to the constitution of a commission of Presbytery, therefore arguing that a 15 
Session commission should be constituted with both a teaching elder and a ruling 16 
elder; and 17 

 18 
Whereas, if a Session commission is constituted by analogy to Presbytery commissions some 19 

Sessions would be unable to form commissions because a Session can differ in 20 
membership (a Session may consist of only teaching or ruling elders), and 21 

 22 
Whereas, there is a difference in opinion on this matter in the PCA; 23 
 24 
Therefore, be it resolved that the BCO 15-2 be modified such that the following language 25 

be added as a third paragraph (underlining for additions): 26 
 27 

Every commission appointed by a Session shall consist of at least two elders, with 28 
any combination of teaching or ruling elders, and the quorum for such a 29 
commission shall be the greater of two elders or one-half of the membership of 30 
the commission. 31 

 32 
 33 
Adopted by the Great Lakes Presbytery at its stated meeting, September 20, 2025 34 
Attested by TE Ryan Potter, stated clerk 35 


