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OVERTURE 19 from the Westminster Presbytery (to CCB, OC) 1 
 “Amend BCO 5-8 to Include Ecclesiastical Government” 2 
 3 
Whereas, mission churches are distinguished from particular churches in that they have no 4 

permanent governing body, and thus must be governed and supervised by others; 5 
however, this does not diminish the rights of the congregation nor the members of such 6 
a mission church; and 7 

 8 
Whereas, BCO 5-8 clearly stipulates that the intention of the Presbyterian Church in America 9 

is that mission churches enjoy the same status as particular churches in relation to civil 10 
government, but it does not specify that mission churches share the same status as 11 
particular churches in relation to ecclesiastical government; 12 

 13 
Therefore, Westminster Presbytery overtures the 53rd General Assembly to amend BCO 5-8 14 

by including the statement that all mission churches within the Presbyterian Church in 15 
America share the same status as particular churches in relation to both civil and 16 
ecclesiastical government. Amend BCO 5-8 by adding the underlined portion of the 17 
text below (underlining for additions): 18 

 19 
5-8. It is the intention of the Presbyterian Church in America that mission 20 
churches enjoy the same status as particular churches in relation to civil and 21 
ecclesiastical government. 22 

 23 
So that the amended BCO 5-8 would read: 24 
 25 

5-8. It is the intention of the Presbyterian Church in America that mission 26 
churches enjoy the same status as particular churches in relation to civil and 27 
ecclesiastical government. 28 

 29 
 30 
Adopted by Westminster Presbytery at its stated meeting, November 8th, 2025 31 
Attested by /s/ TE Thomas E. Rickard, Stated Clerk 32 


