O 0 3 N AW N~

A A B B W L L W W W W W W WIRNNIMNIDNINININIDNIDNILNN /R — — = = s o
W = O O 0 I N h W —~O VO I A WN—=O O owJ0 A WK — O

Overture 22, Westminster Presbytery

OVERTURE 22 from the Westminster Presbytery (to CCB, OC)
“Amend BCO 13-8 to Apply Only to Churches from Outside the PCA”

Whereas, BCO 13-8 stipulates that before any church is received into a Presbytery, the
church’s ruling elders must understand and sincerely adopt the doctrines and polity of
the Presbyterian Church in America as contained in the Constitution, and requires that
the ruling elders answer affirmatively the questions given to officers at their
ordination,;

Whereas, “any church” in this context would also include a congregation already within the
Presbyterian Church in America, whose ruling elders have previously made this
affirmation and adopted the doctrines and polity of the Presbyterian Church in
America as contained in its Constitution;

Whereas, when the General Assembly changes the bounds of Presbyteries, thereby moving a
church from one Presbytery to another, this action should be regarded as immediate,
without requiring the receiving Presbytery to examine the ruling elders of that
particular church;

Therefore, Westminster Presbytery overtures the 53™ General Assembly to amend BCO 13-
8 by stipulating that this provision is only required when the church seeking admission
into the Presbytery is from outside the Presbyterian Church in America (underlining
for addition).

13-8. The Presbytery, before receiving into its membership any church from outside
of the Presbyterian Church in America, shall designate a commission to meet with the
church’s ruling elders to make certain that the elders understand and can sincerely
adopt the doctrines and polity of the Presbyterian Church in America as contained in
its Constitution. In the presence of the commission, the ruling elders shall be required
to answer affirmatively the questions required of officers at their ordination.

So that the amended BCO 13-8 would read:

13-8. The Presbytery, before receiving into its membership any church from outside
of the Presbyterian Church in America, shall designate a commission to meet with the
church’s ruling elders to make certain that the elders understand and can sincerely
adopt the doctrines and polity of the Presbyterian Church in America as contained in
its Constitution. In the presence of the commission, the ruling elders shall be required
to answer affirmatively the questions required of officers at their ordination.

Adopted by Westminster Presbytery at its stated meeting, November 8", 2025
Attested by /s/ TE Thomas E. Rickard, Stated Clerk



