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OVERTURE 28 from the Westminster Presbytery (to CCB, OC) 1 
 “Add BCO 41-7 to Provide a Right to Complain when a Presbytery Acts on a 2 

Reference” 3 
 4 
Whereas, when a reference is made from a Session to a Presbytery, and the Presbytery takes 5 

up that reference for action, the effect is that one significant right has been denied to 6 
the members of that church; namely, the ability to file a complaint against the action 7 
of the Session; and 8 

 9 
Whereas, there are currently no requirements in the BCO for a Session to give notice to the 10 

members of the congregation when it makes such a reference to Presbytery; and 11 
 12 
Whereas, in acting upon a reference, the Presbytery effectively carries out the duties of the 13 

lower court, and in such circumstances members should not lose the right to complain 14 
merely because the original action was referred rather than decided by the Session; 15 
and 16 

 17 
Whereas, the right to file a complaint is a fundamental provision of church polity, designed 18 

to ensure accountability, safeguard the rights of members, and promote the peace and 19 
purity of the church; and 20 

 21 
Whereas, providing members with a clear right to complain in cases where a reference 22 

removes that opportunity would align with the principles of fairness, due process, and 23 
the accountability of church courts; 24 

 25 
Therefore, Westminster Presbytery overtures the 53rd General Assembly to amend the Book 26 

of Church Order by adding a new section, BCO 41-7, to read (underlining for 27 
additions): 28 

 29 
41-7. When a reference, with final disposition, is made from a Session to a 30 
Presbytery, the members of the congregation retain the right to complain against 31 
any action of the Presbytery related to the reference, as if the Session itself had 32 
taken the action. 33 
 34 

 35 
Adopted by the Westminster Presbytery at its stated meeting, November 8th, 2025. 36 
Attested by /s/ TE Thomas E. Rickard, Stated Clerk 37 


