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Overture 32, Westminster Presbytery

OVERTURE 32 from the Westminster Presbytery (to CCB, OC, AC, CC, CDM, CTS,

Geneva, MNA, MTW, PCAF, RH, RUF)

“Amend RAO 14-3 for the Review of Committee and Agency Standing Rules and
Manuals”

Whereas, the BCO clearly stipulates that the assemblies of the Committees of the General
Assembly are to serve and not to direct any church judicatories, and are not to establish
policy but rather to execute policy established by the General Assembly (BCO 14-1.7);

Whereas, a Committee or Agency of the General Assembly is not authorized to establish
policy, yet may in effect, do so by adopting manuals or standing rules that are not
currently subject to review by the Assembly; and such documents, if left unreviewed,
can set precedents or establish practices that are followed without the direct directive
of the General Assembly;

Whereas, through the process of review, the General Assembly, through its Committees of
Commissioners, examines the minutes of the permanent Committees; however, those
Committees may follow rules established in their manuals or standing rules that do not
appear in the minutes under review, thus lacking essential context;

Whereas, the standard practice of the Committee to Review Presbytery Records is not only
to review the minutes of the Presbyteries but also the standing rules that establish the
policies carried out by the Presbytery;

Therefore, Westminster Presbytery overtures the 53™ General Assembly to amend RAO 14-
3 to require that permanent Committees and Agencies submit not only their minutes
but also their standing rules or manuals for review by their Committee of
Commissioners. (underlining for additions; strikethreugh for deletions)

14-3. Minutes, and standing rules or manuals, of the permanent Committee or
Agency shall be submitted to the committee of commissioners for review. Copies
of the minutes records shall be sent by the Stated Clerk to the members of
committees of commissioners one month prior to the opening of the General
Assembly.

Adopted by Westminster Presbytery at its stated meeting, November 8", 2025
Attested by /s/ TE Thomas E. Rickard, Stated Clerk



