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1 
 

OVERTURE 33 from the Westminster Presbytery (to CCB, OC) 1 
 “Amend RAO 16-7.h Regarding Minority Reports from RPR” 2 
 3 
Whereas, Robert’s Rules of Order (RONR (12th ed.) 51:64–70) stipulates that only those 4 

members of a committee who voted in the minority, that is, who did not concur with 5 
the majority recommendation, may sign a minority report; and 6 

 7 
Whereas, while Robert’s Rules of Order is subordinate to our specific directions in the BCO 8 

and RAO, the principle remains valid that only those who did not concur with the 9 
majority should be permitted to sign or indicate an intention to file a minority report; 10 
and 11 

 12 
Whereas, RAO 16-7.h presently reads that “any member” of the Committee on Review of 13 

Presbytery Records may either indicate an intention to file, or stipulates six members 14 
as the minimum required to file a minority report within the stated time after 15 
adjournment of the CRPR meeting; and 16 

 17 
Whereas, it should be clarified that only those members of the RPR Committee who voted in 18 

the minority on the Presbytery report as a whole shall be permitted to indicate an 19 
intention to file or to sign a minority report to be presented to the General Assembly; 20 

 21 
Therefore, Westminster Presbytery overtures the 53rd General Assembly to amend RAO 16-22 

7.h by adding a provision specifying that only members who voted in the minority on 23 
the Presbytery report as a whole may indicate the intention to file or sign a minority 24 
report of the Committee on Review of Presbytery Records. (Underlining for addition) 25 

 26 
RAO 16-7 27 
h. Minority Reports 28 

1) With respect to any recommendation, prior to a recess or adjournment of 29 
the Review of Presbytery Records Committee following the adoption of said 30 
recommendation, any member of the committee who voted in the minority 31 
on the Presbytery as a whole may indicate an intention to file a minority 32 
report by giving notice to the chairman. 33 
 34 
2) The minority report, from at least six (6) members of the committee who 35 
voted in the minority on the Presbytery as a whole, must be filed with the 36 
chairman of the committee and the office of the Stated Clerk of General 37 
Assembly not more than seven (7) days after the adjournment of the RPR 38 
Committee meeting. 39 

 40 
 41 
Adopted by Westminster Presbytery at its stated meeting, November 8th, 2025 42 
Attested by /s/ TE Thomas E. Rickard, Stated Clerk 43 


