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OVERTURE 36 from the Catawba Valley Presbytery (to CCB, OC) 1 
 “Add BCO 8-11 and 9-8 Regarding the Exercise of the Duties and Authority of Elder 2 

and Deacon” 3 
 4 
Whereas, the Holy Scriptures clearly teach that the offices of elder and deacon are to be held 5 

by qualified men who meet the biblical standards set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1-13 and 6 
Titus 1:5-9: 7 

 8 
Whereas, the Book of Church Order 7-2 explicitly states that "The ordination of elders and 9 

deacons is limited to qualified men," reflecting the PCA's commitment to 10 
complementarian ecclesiology and the distinct roles of men and women in the church; 11 

 12 
Whereas, BCO 8 outlines the elder's role in teaching, ruling, and shepherding the flock, 13 

functions that carry spiritual authority and are reserved for ordained men; 14 
 15 
Whereas, BCO 9 describes the diaconate as an ordained office of sympathy and service, with 16 

deacons exercising authority in matters of mercy ministry, property management, and 17 
financial oversight under the supervision of the Session; 18 

 19 
Whereas, some PCA congregations have allowed women to perform functions substantially 20 

similar to those of deacons and elders—such as leading mercy ministries, functioning 21 
as members of the Session, or exercising oversight in diaconal teams—without 22 
ordination or the formal titles, thereby circumventing the biblical and constitutional 23 
restrictions on women's ordination; 24 

 25 
Whereas, this practice risks blurring the distinctions between ordained offices and unordained 26 

service, potentially leading to confusion among the congregation, erosion of biblical 27 
gender roles, and inconsistency across the denomination; 28 

 29 
Whereas, while godly women are encouraged to serve the church in various capacities, such 30 

service must not equate to or substitute for the ordained functions of deacons and 31 
elders; 32 

 33 
Whereas, in an increasingly egalitarian culture that blurs God-ordained distinctions between 34 

men and women, the PCA has a biblical mandate to faithfully witness to the truth of 35 
God's Word by upholding complementarian ecclesiology, thereby providing a clear 36 
testimony for future generations and guarding against doctrinal drift as seen in other 37 
denominations; 38 

 39 
Whereas, recent General Assembly actions, including the affirmation of Overture 26 (2023), 40 

have clarified that titles associated with ordained offices are reserved for ordained 41 
men, yet further guidance is needed to address the performance of duties without titles; 42 

 43 
Therefore, be it resolved that the following paragraph be inserted after BCO 8-10 44 

(underlining for additions): 45 
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 1 
8-11. The duties and authority of elders, including, but not limited to, leading 2 
in congregational worship, voting in Session meetings, and shepherding the 3 
congregation, shall be exercised only by ordained elders. Women and unordained 4 
men shall not exercise ruling authority, perform the functions of the ordained 5 
office, or be commissioned, appointed, or installed in any manner that implies 6 
parity with or equivalence to ordained elders. 7 

 8 
Be it further resolved that the following paragraph be inserted after BCO 9-7 (underlining 9 

for additions): 10 
 11 

9-8. The duties and authority of the diaconate, including, but not limited to, 12 
leadership in mercy ministries, voting in diaconal meetings, financial 13 
distributions, and property oversight, shall be exercised only by ordained deacons. 14 
Women and unordained men shall not exercise independent authority in these 15 
matters, perform the functions of the ordained office, or be commissioned, 16 
appointed, or installed in any manner that implies parity with or equivalence to 17 
ordained deacons. 18 
 19 

Be it further resolved that Presbyteries be encouraged to review the practices of their 20 
congregations for alignment with these amendments and report any necessary 21 
corrections to their next stated meeting. 22 

 23 
 24 
Adopted by the Catawba Valley Presbytery at its stated meeting, January 24, 2026 25 
Attested by TE Scott Deneen, Stated Clerk 26 


